Restoring Rail Service to West Chester

Where Did The
Trains Go?

Train service to West Chester began in 1832 with
a branch from the Philadelphia & Columbia
Railroad (now the Amtrak Harrisburg Line) from
“West Chester Intersection” (now Malvern). In
1858, a second branch was extended from
Media.

The Pennsylvania Railroad electrified the
southern route via Media in 1928 making it the
dominant branch serving the Borough. The
northern route (relocated to Frazer in 1880) was
abandoned in the 1960s.

Passenger train service to West Chester was
suspended in 1986 due to:
« Declining ridership
(about 108 weekday riders beyond Elwyn)
« Deteriorating track conditions
(slowing trains to unmanageable levels)
« Extension of Route R5 service
(offering faster and more frequent service)
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Let us know at RAILOAWEST-CHESTER.COM

What Do YOU Think?
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Why Should Trains
Return?

There has been tremendous growth in residential
development since 1986 in West Chester and the
surrounding communities. Traffic congestion has
grown accordingly, bringing locals roads to
gridlock during rush hours.

A 2011 study by the Delaware Valley Regional
Planning Commission estimated that a restored
rail service today would attract nearly 2,000
weekday riders, 20 times the 1986 ridership!

SEPTA is working to restore service on the first
three miles of branch to Wawa (US Route 1).
There are a range of possible service and
technology options for the remaining 9.4 miles,
offering different levels of cost-effectiveness and
economies of scale. They include one-seat rides
to Philadelphia using traditional “Silverliners” or
new dual-pwered locomotives, or other
alternatives that might require a change of trains
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West Chester Borough Council has appointed a
committee to investigate options and to cause, as
soon as possible, the reestablishment of rail
service to West Chester. We want to hear your
opinions and ideas about the type of rail service
you and your family would use and support.
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