October 7th, edition

AGENDA

Parking Committee

October 11th; 2016 — 5:30 pm

Committee Members: Jim Jones (Chair)
Bill Scott

Don Braceland

Department Head: Clark Elms

1. Comments, suggestions, petitions by residents in attendance regarding items not
on the agenda.

2. General discussion on the Borough transferring funds from the Parking Fund to the
General Fund in the annual budget process

3. Discuss parking on unit block of W. Biddle Street
4. Approve September Committee meeting minutes

5. Other Business



To: William Scott, Esq, VQ\@
Borough Council Ward #1

From: Residents of 1st block of W. Biddle St

Subject: A) Parking
B) Traffic

Date: August 10, 2016

A. Parking
Parking has become dangerous and extremely difficult for the
residents of the 1st block of W Biddle St.
Alarge part of the cause is that the Borough seems to be
misinterpreting the regulation and rules for Parking Zone D as they were
originally enacted.
The first block of W Biddle St contains some of the most historic
townhouses in north West Chester. These treasures were built individually
between 1803 and 1833. The four townhouses each have sub-basements
which were connected by underground passages. They then were
connected to the Darlington home at the corner of Lafayette and High Sts.
Those passages were once part of the Underground Railway but are now
sealed. :
Efforts have been made by the homeowners over the years to
maintain the facades to the historic period of their construction. There are
no off-street parking options and no way to reconfigure the properties to
allow for off-street parking. Recognizing these unique assets of the
Borough as well as the problems for the homeowners that maintaining
them cause, Parking Zone D was enacted for the benefit of the
homeowners on the block.
As implemented, however, we have noted a number of problems:
= residents of properties which front on Church and High Sts have been
granted permits which adds additional vehicles to the already scarce
number of available parking spaces.

= staff members of businesses on High and Church have been granted
Zone D parking permits.

= customers of businesses on High and Church are routinely provided with
visitor hangtags and use those to fill the available spaces which block
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residents from convenient parking sometimes for the whole day and into
the evening.
= each of these businesses have street parking or off-street parking
available to their staff and customers and yet they continue to occupy the
scarce parking available to the W Biddle St homeowners.
Hence we are requesting a review of the utilization of the Zone D
parking permit program for the coming year and a plan of correction
including a revocation of those permits which are not in compliance.

B. Traffic

Both East and West Biddle Sts have become the default commuter
route through West Chester to avoid the congestion and traffic signals on
Chestnut St. This has increased the volume of traffic tremendously . The
speed of those entering the first block of W Biddle from both High St and
from East Biddle St is dangerously fast and puts the homeowners and their
families at risk. Drivers routinely accelerate from High St to the stop sign
on Church. Then they “drift” through the stop sign.

There are any number of children including pre school age children
who reside on this block. In addition we have long term homeowners who
have now retired and are now compromised by disabilities and/or age. Our
automobiles have been sideswiped and otherwise damaged by reckless
drivers speeding down the block. Fortunately, none of we residents have
actually been hit by one of these reckless drivers as yet. But we are
holding our breath that none of the residents or god forbid children are
injured in the future.

Therefore, we are seeking relief from this dangerous situation. We
would suggest the following:

- add speed signs which dictate the speed limits

- add signs alerting drivers to pedestrians and children

= additional street lighting for safety ( there is only one for the whole block
which is blocked by trees)

= add a speed bump mid block

= upgrade the sidewalks to eliminate the uneven nature of the brick
walkways as the Borough has done further in fown—many pedestrians
walk on the street to avoid the uneven sidewalks.

= petition the State for an additional traffic signal at Biddle and High Sts.



‘In conclusion, we homeowners and taxpayers of West Chester in
Ward 1 seek your best leadership to address these issues. Thank you in
advance for your advocacy on our behalf.

}/ (_,‘./(/{—r’/ /Z'"’“’o’“/‘fvvw/w‘a o S é}’h C 23R
/ /3 /2’;/:/ b O (’1{’:3 i /JHKC/C' ‘"/C?C/f" SEYE - ?EG‘(
15 Tavid [ and Nakale Yetkn  @0-368-C37/

cc. Mayor
Borough Manager
Police Chief




September 9, edition

AGENDA

Parking Committee

September 13, 2016 — 7:30 pm

Committee Members: Jim Jones (Chair)
Bill Scott
Don Braceland

Department Head: Clark Elms Start 8:27 pm, End 8:40 pm

1. Comments, suggestions, petitions by residents in attendance regarding items not
on the agenda.
Anne Carroll thanked Parking Enforcement for their help during construction on
her block and requested an additional patrol late on Friday evening and early
Monday morning to address a current issue in the neighborhood.

2. Discuss Proposal to amend Master Parking Plan Scope:
a. Additional occupancy counts
b. Demand based pricing strategy
3-0 Recommendation to approve

3. Discuss 1-year renewal contract for Lot 6 (Spaz Lot) with the County for 2016-2017
3-0 Recommendation to approve

4. Discuss adding Handicapped Sign:
a. 408 Sharpless St.
3-0 Recommendation to approve

5. Discuss removing Handicapped Signs:
a. 310 N. Church Street 3-o Recommendation to leave sign in place
b. 210 W. Lafayette Ave 3-0 Recommendation to remove sign

6. Approve August Committee meeting minutes
3-0 Recommendation to approve

7. Other Business
Mr. Cotter recommended moving the Parking Committee Meeting to 5:30 pm and
Public Works to 7:30 pm while the Master Parking Plan is being constructed and
the Parking Meeting is finishing on schedule regularly.




